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fACH YEAR t^Kwcandi of American boya 
and girls visit Washington. The eager exdtement'* 
with which they explore our great capital dty is 
proof of its fasdnatioD and the hrst-hand educa- 
tion in dtiscnship which it offers. 

For those who can visit in person and for those 
who stay at home, this bulletin tells the story of 
Ws^^ihington and of the District of Columbia. 
Here is its colorful history, toother with some 
highlights on its famous landmarks and Govern- 
ment buildings. This publication gives the setting 
for the key Government activities which center in 
the Nation’s Capital. Its purpcMe is togit’e young 
people perspective and background. It should 
help them both in visuallring the President^ the 
Congress, the Supreme Court, and other^,pi 
in action; and in understanding the Nation-wi 
services for which the American peoj>le have set 
up our Government agencies. 


edrral SrHIritv Adminutraior.* J 


♦. FfdrraJ Se(%nty 
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Foreword 


s 

YOU WANT to sec your Capital Cityl Of course you 
dcrbccauM any good citizen wants to know how his Government 
works. As an initial expjcrience it is necessary tO'b^me ac- 
juainted with the setting— Washington, D. C. This bulletin wiU 
guide your introduction to the Capital. It will give you in his- 
toHcal and a present-day background for appreciating the city 
that is your own. 

^ ^»t kind of a community is your Washington? Why doM it 

exyti Was it planned or did it just happem? How large is it? 
Isjth^ a relationship between itsjize and its purpose? Does it 

‘ • • j 

the kind of government that you have in your home towni 
|io are the people? What do they do to earn a living? How 
does the community meet their needs? Why is Washington 

yodrdty? Are there historical evidences that show the past as a 

* pix^t^e to the present? • 

A^^tour of the city will help you answer these questions and 
many others. Such a tour ‘may be uI^m in person or through , 
readine^the story of a group of young people. This story is not 
an actual record of a particular group or tour, but is a composite 
of n^ny experiences.' It is based, upon diary records of tours* ‘ 
uken by one person as a child, as a youth, and as an adult.' To ‘ 
these impressions ww added those of many elementary school 
children and high-school ]muth. who have visited Washiiigt^ ; 
recently. In writiug about a subject 09 which authorities somO- V 
tifiMSi disagree, every effoit has *been made to setwie acc^racji^ 
The Columbia Historical Society attributed the time of several 
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membm, especially L. F/SefanM^fcaMiif wfedTerieii^ 
script. Dr. George W. Hodgkins^ the puhBc nhods of the 
District of Columbia, al«3 reviewed the nianascript. 

Childrea, )roung people, and adults were asked to read tlM 
story. They ulked about the material that interested them most 
and how it helped them to understand Washington as the seat 
Federal Government. Their reactions contributed to the revision. 
As a result, this bulletin can be used by upper grades and. high- 
school students, teachers, parents, and other citizens, as well as 
various kinds of community organizations. 

All aboard on the Cherry Blossom Special! 

‘flESS GoODYKOOim, 

♦ 

Director, Division of Elementary Education. 

June 1949 


A Tour to Washington, D. C. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 


BETTY, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP, was at excited as the 
other students over John’s startling suggestion. She almost forgot to 
list it on the blackboard with other ideas for^the year’s work in social 
studies. 

John had said, “I suggest that we go to Washington, D. C., to see our 
Government in action. We need to know our Capital City in order to 
understand our Government.” 

'That U the best suggestion in the list,” Bill excfaimed. “How did 
you ever think of it, John?” 

John explained, “We have been looking through our Yearbooks to see 
what kinds of exi^riences we have had since our kindei^arten days of 
picture recording. I noticed that we have done many thing/ to help us 
become better members in our homes, neighborhood, school, and com- 
munity. 

“Yesterday Jane came to tell us what her group did in this room last 
year. She suggested one change. She thought all of us should go to- 
gether to uke our exhibit to the Sute Fair, instead of sending a committee. 
While we art there we should visit the Sute Capital and find out how 
Sute laws are made.” 

John continued, “When Jane left it was time for me to go to our School 
Council and there I heard the chairman urge us to become world-minded. 

1 told about -our Current Evenu Qub and about some of the guests who 
have helped us undersund how boys and girls live in other parts of our 
world. 

“Then I remembered what happened in our Current Events Qub today. 
When. Frank was confused about the powers of our Congress to pass 
laws, no one in the class could help him. How can anyone be a good world 
citizen if he does not know how his own* Government works? Then I 
said to myself, ‘When Betty asks for final suggestions for our year’s 
work in social studies, I shall suggnt a tour to our Capiul Qty, as'a 
background for studying our Government.’ ” 

Prectical Pat said, “I disagree mth Bill that John’s idea is the best 
o^ on the list. How can any idea be the best one until we know hoW it 
will work out? A tour to Washington is a wonderful thing for a dream, 
but how can we ever take it? Where shall we get the money for the 
tour? Where shall we suy when we get to our crowded Capital Qty?” 
“I’ve thought about w«y« we could earn money,” John replied. “Father ’ 
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KNOW YOUR CAPITAL CHT^ 


says it is beautiful in Washington at any seascm of the yenTy But he likes 
Easter best^ because of the beautiful cherry blossoms. We can find a 
place to stay if we inquire now and make reservations early this fall.” 

Helen thought it would be fon to organize a “Know-Your-Washington 
• Qub” and share information about Washington as a background for the 
trip. 

Practical Pat spoke again, “I still wonder if it is (xwsible to take the 
trip. There is a way to find out. Betty could appoint a ways and 
means committee.” 

Everyone liked Pat’s idea and Betty called for volunteers. There were 
too many for a good working committee so she selected John and four 
others. The four chose John as chairman. 

Later the chairman of the ways and means committee gave the report, 
recommending that a 3-day trip be taken at Easter. The group discussed 
and accepted the recommendation. Parents, school administrators, and 
Miss Brown had met with the committee earlier and had hel{>ed to write 
the report. Of course the tour to Washington was one <rf many kinds of 
activities planned for the year, but it was the most impor^nt one. 

A “Know Your Capital Gty” Qub was organized. One of its purprMes 
was to share information about Washington so that the tour would be 
'more meaningful. Another was to arrange for the tour. 

The club members read newspapers, magazines, and books; corresponded 
with students who go to school in Washington; saw movies furnished! by 
tour companies, railroads, and audio-visual aid centers; listened to special 
radio ulks about our National Government and the Capital Qty; and - 
talked to Congressmen and other citizens who had Uved there. A Senate 
page ^y who was at home on vacation was a special resource peiwm: . 
He came to school each afternoon for a week and helped the boys and girU 
And answers to their questions about Washington. 

Just before Blaster, the club members finished a book for use during die 
trip. TTiey planned to use it again when they returned home, as one way 
^ to evaluate what they saw. Before school closed in May, they would 
revise it, adding interesting high lights of their trip, and a carefully selected 
‘ picture collection. Here is the club’s book. 


©eautiful City 


IF YOU LIVE IN OR VISIT IN WASHINGTON, you can find beauty ' 
in many places, not just in beautiful art gallerips. Globe trotters daln 
that )Tour Capital is one of the most beautiful cities in the sroHd. Its * 
orderly design with its impressive buildings justifies their claim. Tte 
natural setting, as wcl^ as the man-made one, also fasainates them. Ttt 
Gty of Trws originally built onvan am^hitl^ater of roiling land b^dc 
the broadening Potomac, now ^spreads oui over the green hills c» all 
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■KlIMIr TOtTK CAFITAL CtTT 

BiU, the p*gt b^, „y, that Wa.hlngtoo ii beautiful to him for another 
Everywto he aeea evidence* of our Nation'* past, 

lu raonumeiu a century and a half of adventuring in ^ 

to «ubH^,^ of ^ Nation, it* leader* have put forth great effort 

w democracy a* an ideal way of Ufe. 

en you come to Washington you can see for yourself why Bill and 
^e globe trettem feel that it is so beautiful. No matter how jL arrive, 
by tram, plane, bus, or boat, you will be eidted at the beauty of the spa- 
cious arcle*, itt tree-lined boulevard* and streets, and its many par^ 

^ ««joy the fragrance and ctSor of 

ZTf'i' forsythia. Here’ are some inter- 

esting places and things to see. 

TTic ^pitol and Office Building 

this is Washingtw," you say as you walk briskly thiough one of 
^Ur^t room* m the world, the Coocoumc of the Union Sutfoo 
- J^tch ^r first gUmpae of the majeftic apitoT framed by the at^ 
doorway. You r«ch the doorway and take a swift glance aenTS ' 
Haza at ^ <»i^urdened semidrcle of streets. Thej^diate' outward 
like tltf sticks of ^rtha Washington’s fan. ’ 

III M iMUnt the randeur ol the mu.ive Capitol draw, pour epe. 

.1;.. tr'ki”'' *“ floodlighted night, 

o^er akiea td blue or gray, itt dome U the fecal point of pour FafeS 

m^ue-rf ^l^helM. caatHron Z, ataoTtheTt^ 

P“'- ?"««. *o<I lotuns. 

Yoorcharto^buiwhirkyouto You are 

w*"' ^ “fl oovera about 3« aciea of land., ^ 
timber that itt five paru wet* built on the intullment plan. In 1800 
« demooracp »„ .urting on iu wap, no one quite kniw wheri, the 
OTgi^ Dorth wog waa finiahed. In 1811 the original ajuth wing wai 

in 

PrlwL'l^ h T * ”* **“ Capitol’a atipa where all of the 

PraidMU but one have been Inaugurated lince Jacicaon’a dap. On 

ce^U!*"*?^,* a*’' '>>' oold prevented an oooof^loor 

rememh? h* nations. Today wi 

te.^hZHTrifalT*"''*^* • '‘rfiO circular haUwap; pou witt 

w beautiful hionae dooi, on which the itory of Odumbua it told in 

^ef How gla d ptm are that the Di.trict i. named in hodor of Cdlumbua 
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4 KNOW YOUK CAPITAL CITY . - T 

t « 

The beauty of the Great^ Rotunda ia almoit overpowering. Ym took 
far upward and aee the dome, derated irith the ApothecMia or glorifica* 
Uon of Washington. If you climb up the 365 winding ate{» to the 
dome at close range, you can hear your friend’s whisf^r at a distance 
of 65 feet. 

i^ong the side walls of the Great Rotunda are beautiful, historical 
paintings and statues. Trumbull’s famous painting are a re«>rd of his 
experiences in the Revolutionary War. He had Washingt<m, Jeffersm, 
and other famous men model for him. When you sm his inspiring 
D^cUrstuin of Indep^ndruc*, you will know why John Randolfdi called it 
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the “shin” picture. Maybe ycnir favorite statue will be Borglum’s 
Lincoln. Everything you see will make ymi proud of ymir responsibility ' 
to carry forward the great ideal of democracy. 

Can you, believe that p^ldlers once swarm^ in this dignified Gr^t 
Rotunda until a law drove them away? Hiey sold many kinds of things, 
such as a piano, a hoe, or calico to sew. Lafayette was reived, 

the body (A Linecdn lay in state, and smne crackpot tri^ unsut^Mfully 
to attassinate Old Hickory, President Jackson. Ehiring the War Between 
the Sutes, when the Capitol was barricaded with cement barrels and 
sandbags, tired and wound«l soldiers lest^ bn the fiocv <d this Gr^t 
Rotunda. | / 

Part of the ground &)or benefth the. Great RiMunda was a miUtary 
ba^ry. Today it hfti ^Tv%^ 
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C««J«^ The buenwit h« «. o< th. Amtct elwiic' r«l™.d. 

oorkl. A ■DOttre.r taka Saaton to.the Senata (Met Buildina. 
n» bateroeat alto haa a pedattnana' tuonel to the Houae Office BuUdina 
*° «m« to tha Library of Coa,r.„. Do n« 

bacoM too cortou. a^t th» book carriar. It would uke an Alica in 

W^rlMd to ihrmk tnuU anough to rida on it. Only bookt and 
pcnodkala boaat of aucceaa. 

In the cn^t in the baaement you wiU aee the three famous women 
ttjffrapata-Mra. Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony, and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Udy S^ton-aculptured on <me piece cd marble. As you I^k tou pav 
mi^t tribute to th^ three courageous women who struggled for wman 
suflfage. Your ipothera can vote b^ause of them. ' 

Do /ott have a sump coUictioo? If ao, you may have a spedal 1936 
three^t aump with Miss Anthony^a picture on it. In 1948 another 
l^:ee-cent^mp honored Mrs. Sunton, Mrs. Mott, and Mrs. artie 
^pman Catt. Mrs. Catt continued the fight of her predeceaaort, untU 
■ ^ ^ nineteenth amimdment m 1920 granted the vote to 

w«^. I>«i»ocr^ b the United Statea haa'marched onward toward 
amvertai adult luffragti rtgmrdlMi of §cx or rtce« 

In t^ aub-baaeroent U a place prepared for the tomb of Washington, 
but only tta wooden bier has been used. It has supported the bodies of 
Umoua men who lay in aute in the Great Rotunda. 

^ Through ^ ^th <k)or of the Great Rotunda you enter National 
^tuary HaU wltere you wiU look for the tUtuea of two famous dtizena 

from your own Sute. You may find only one because some of the autuea 

had to moved to other paru of the building. Their weight was too 

much OM ^r. Over the oitrance door is the Franzoni clock 

t ticked off the hours when this room was originally used aa the Halk 
Repreaentativea. 

•nw ckKi baa ae« the wrath of early Represents uvea when their 
^ voia^ bellowed back at them, or their whispered aecreu were heard 
touae of the room’s echo. Tapestry on wails, and ceilings of fiat glass,' 
sUk. ^ (^vaa were tcied, but the echo impishly mocked these efforts. 

It will be bn for you to find the whispering block ahd try out the echo* 
for yourself. 

You wiU like the semidrcular, low-domed old “Senate Chamber. Here 
the treaties were confirmed that provided for the Louisiana Purchase 
an^ded tiro wars; the War oi 1812 and the one with Mexico m 1848. 

Wh« t^ Senate moved into iu present larger room, this old one was 
u^by tl» Supreme Court udtil 1935. The rich, red draperies of the 
s old Senate room gave warmth to the bfack-robed Justices, ami to 
thor so^ dedsbos. The busts of the former Chief Justices, Ibbg . 
^“waOs of the room, seemed to lend authority to the dedsions of the 

Court in our bad. Today the Court is housed b a whifc marbfo 
: miydii^ near the Capitol. 

^ I - ^ 

.i 




o 

ERIC 







0 





6 . 'KKOW SShcAL CtTr 

Although the old H«U of Reprweiutivet »ad the old Senate Chamber 
are very intereaUog, you are eager to lee your Cteifreaamen in actk>a. 
You walk to the vwtora’ gallery of the Senate Oumber and look down 

' rich cobring ia reflected by the beautifal 

ikyligha Tbpr are auined glaaa medalKona tyraboUangJeace, Progreaa 
Union, War, Sdencca, and Induitry. Since this room became th^ 
^ate aamber just before the Gvil War, there' have been very few 

• changea acept air conditioning, modem heating and lighting, and a safer 
new cdling. 

Jhe Pmidf^t of the Senate, the Vice President of, the United Sutea 
«U in a carved chair on a raised platform, facing semicircular rows <rf 
big mah^wy desks and chairs for the 96 Senators. You want to aee if 
each desk has a copper nameplate, and a bottfc of aand that was used in 
earher years instead of a bbt^. You wonder, if Danid Wcbster^s desk 
IS (here. If so, was cme of your t^ Senators assigned to itf Webster 
had scratched his name tm it, just like a mischievous, young whoot boy ‘ 
Su^enly you see BiU, the page boy, who visiud in yt»r schoolroom 
tast, September. He has darted from his seat on the platform steps to 
help s<Mne Senator. The Senator had just snapped his fingers for a page • 
to run an errand for him. Next you locate your two Senators, usinW 
tte ^r chart that the gpide had given you. Ywj knew already' that 
the ^ocrats sit on the right side of the Oiambef and the Republicans, 
^ the Idt. But the chare helps you to locate your Senators quickly’ ’ 

You locate them just as the Sergeant at Arms caUs for order. 

On the pUtform in front of the Vice President yod notice a desk wlum 
toe Parliamenurian and three clerks sit. Bdow them, on the floor level 
are two desks where official stendgraphers dt. they lecsord is 

printed at night in the QmgwsuMtal lUtord for use the next moraing. 

The busts of the first 20 Vice Presidents are around the waUs. n» 
first 2, ^ams and Jefferson, are over the Vice President’s chair. &hbd 
It IS a big, ulk American flag embroidered with suri. Your eyes lower 
to the small, handldess» ivory gavel that has been used since 1789 when 
it called the first Conr^s to order. Bill ha. never touched itLTuW ‘ 
^ly the most trusted page bc^ ukes care of it pill i, . new boy, but ‘ 
DC li bqping for tkat honor tome day. 

When you leave the gallery you go into the hall, ouuide the main 
totrtnee to the Senate C3iamber. You will notice a mahogany grand- 
father’s clock. It was made in pwitxerland in 1M3 and its wooden pans 
still keep time. It has 17 stars carved on grandfather’s shield, but the 
iMt one does not match the others. When the clock first arrived it had 
each Sute. But Ohb, a new-made Sute, would not let 
Ooogrese pay tw .this dock until the seventeenth #ur was added. The 
carving of it was done here ia America. 

6pp^*te the dock is ^ Stuart portrait o^^athington. Perhaps you ^ 
Iteve a copy of It on ypur classroom wall. \Neit you look at the busts !. 

iW -- - 


»i^\r o ii'twyuu looa at me Dustiui 

the Vice Presidf nts to see if on^ has been Wsbed for Premdeni TrOoiM 
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KNOW YOUI^ CAPITAL ClW. 

* rec^t Vice Prteidcnt ' You ws* tk» i. r • « 
il not tfcere. ^‘ocnt. i ou aee the n.che for it, but the butt 

Md to th. m/*“ R^"‘ i 

hiitory, and sdence you wUl eniov th.. r^iV^ u «pec,ally like geography, 
Committo. on lin Diitri^rf 0.lLbr. "* 

of °‘ °f '•■' Hooto 

It brightena the fieaco S^aah.'n»t Laf*ycite seem real, 

from ComwalUs. It also showidu.° “ refusing peace offers 

marble desk, located bthet^^ J TT 

desk »• the Speaker's platform. On the right of the 

«.;ir 

Yw look for your diitnct Representative amonn the 435 who 

liodero, the clerk,, „d the page Unlike' BUI 'rh ““t!!'' 

•orund the dck. <rf two oveJS,rrrthc blck of 1 a.*fL 

trihaMh.’^ '^rofr'!;™^^^^ 

'.um in^rrX”"’' '* ■*' 

™« the Opitol you go to the'^ce building, eciom the 
^t w tl« Mr^ and ,o the K»dt of the Capitol ground. T^To. ^ 
^ Mrth Cffice Building and the one. to the oouA th^ 

““ "" °®“ Boilding. In thcK 

dt~«“h’trhe'r". 1 Jk“* 
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Other Responsibilities op Congress 

rhe Sotanic ^?ar^en. the .Qbrary of fongreaa, and 
• the Tainting Office 

- ,rh“ir* ^ 0*‘‘> f™" •» ‘“n. brooaht 

K you would, yen. mu.t4w 

|M the Bouw Garden, . millioo-Whir (reeshouoe buat^ gbu, 13’ 
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aluminum. Alao, you can tea the Critteadoi over-cup PmoB Oak, two 
cedar* from Lebamm, and a papfm* fdant from %yp^ Y«i can walk 
•afcly through a lionleaa jtmfle; you can en|oy a waterfall; and you am 
tee mapy rare plant* and flowma. You will be amaaed at the aight of the 
Holy Ghoat Orchid with a dove in ita white cup. 

This interna lionalty known Botanic Garden w*i the flrat KiendSc 
project in your Qty of Trw. It waa luggested, by George Waahiofttm 
in 1796, but did not have ita humble birth until 1820. Today thii 
Garden ht^aes ac<x>mpliahment* of boantau from all ova the i^wid. 

The maaaive, ornate Library of Ccmgr^ with ita naodon Annex, ia 
the largest and beat treaaure cheat of knowledge in the world. Ita 1,700 
^*^^kera care for millioos of hooka and pamphieta, maps, tnuaic, talking 
hooka (recorda) for the blind, prints, and manuacripta. Thi* library 
mutt have two csopica of every copyrighted item, according to the a^y. 
right law amendment of 1870. Be aure to mc the Gutoiberg Bible, the ' 
firat book that wa* printed frcxn movable type tix cmturim ago. 

-■ 'Hie two moat imporunt*parchmenu for you to see are in a marbfe 
ahrinc, enclo^ in glaa*, tail-protected, and police^rdod. They are 
the Dalaration of Independeioe and t^ C^dtutkm of the United 
States. A lump will adck in your throat aa you proudly but rjUMtly 
.gate at tlmae faded documenta oi your demooacy. How g r atefu l you ’ 
are to those three derka who whiiked them to safety during the Vfar 
of 1812! - They, stuffed tltem bto gunny sscks and hauled them in a 
cart to an rapty grist mill across the Pottxnac. When U»y i^Uxed 
that Bridah might blow up t^ nearby caniton factory, they UxA 
them in a farmer’s wagon 30 miles away to Leoburg, lock^ them in an 
empty bmiae, and left the key with a minitter. 

^blicadtma in tlte library of Ccmgreaa come from all over the world, 
Imt Ccmgresa has ita own Government Prindf^ Office where its fmblica^ 
doo* and those of Government agendea are printed. Private printera - 
were cmpfoyed by Congreaa untd 1861, on linooln’a Inaugural Day. 
That day Congreaa b^n to use it* own printing plant with 3^ workos. 
Today this plant ha* nearly 6,900 workers and it the largest ip the whole 
world. g 

The f^hitc House and Other Homes 

What doe* the aemg, “Home Sweet Home," mean to you 1 It has meant 
the White House for a dme to 31 different rent-free tenanu, the Pre«- 
denu of the United Su to. In 1800 John Adams was the 6rst tenant in 
this weU-knofam building. The root leaked, firewood was scarce, there 
was- no plumbing, gaa, or electricity, and not eimugh furniture. But it 
wa* a hone to the Adams fomily wUle they were there. 

The Ezecudve Mansion ha* changed dircragh dm yarn breause each 
f^Iy has had its own justes. The Fira Ladies have changed ftmuture 
and- curtains, silvhr and china. • 'The Presidents have changed fe nm 
and walks, and have fdaote^ trees an^ shrubs. Pieaident 
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TOtpw YOU* CAKTAL CITT ' * 9 

tAW a teaming pool, and Preaident Truman* baflt a aooth bakoor. 
Prewd«i John Quafcf Adama in 1825 wcmld have tnjoyod the privaw 

tbt pool. He .iok et 5 o’clock cch monim* for hie 

iwid tn ti^ PotOfiiAc. 

WW foq amw at the ^Tiitc Houae, you will crott the terrace, and 
en^ dmwfh the eaat door, unieaa you are a apecial friend of the Preaident 
w hia famU^ If ywj arc, you wiU «ier through the f^mt or north door. 
ITic high offiaala and the Diplomatic Corpa uae the aouth door when 
^ ^ey arrive for ^ute dinnera. A perapn ia highly honored if the President 
mvi^ him to go from the Executive Offices through the w«t door to 
^ hving quartern upauira. BiU, the page boy,^ tried to eiplain the«t 
door, when be aaid, “Sod.Uy, all Waahingtpn i. divided into four paru, 
according to the <k»n uaed to enter the White Houa^." 

you can ace 6ve of the rooma that are on the firat floor of 

( the mite Houae. They are the Eaai, Red, Blue, and Green Room., and 

. the Sutt Ehning Room. With ipecial permiwion you might be able to 
• aee the baaement with iu new modern kitchen, the China Room, and thc- 
«dK> rt^ m*de famoua by the Fireaide Chafa. The Eaat Room ia tiic 
Orgeat in the White Houae. WTieo it waa atill unfuraiabed in 1800, it 
made an excellent place to dry the laundry of the Adame family. Today 
^ moat imporunt official State receptiona are held on ita oak,'p^ucirv 
8w. Three aparkling chandeliera add to the dazzling brilliance of these 
fonn^ occaaiona. The huge gold mirrora over the two marble mantel, 
would have delighted Mrs. Adam, in I^. Sheihought that her mirror, 
a^re nuuk fw roidgeta. 

In ^ Eaat Room uke a gbod look at the new piano, ao that you «n 
d«cr,be It to your muaic teacher. Thi. mahogany beauty waa made ^ 
mpeaaUy for the White Houae. Iu aide, are decorated in gold with five 
f^ of American muaic: The Cowboy Ballad, the Indian aremonial 
Dance, the Cake Walk, the Virginia Red, and the Bam Dan<^. The 
eagk l^s are kafed in gold. 

teacher ^ enjoy hearing about the two full-length portraiu 
^'Mal^ and George W^ahington. The one of George waa painted by 
Stuart in 1796. Dc41y Madiaoo aav«l it from the fire 1814. She 
hMtily cut it frona the frame and huatled it away to safety. The portrait 
erf Martha wm painted in 18^ by Andrews, a Washinf^ artist. ^ 

The Red and Green Rocwia are beautiful, but you may like the Blue 
It !• ll« President'i personal reception romn w^re he* 
ret^vM foreign diplomau and other callere. The Sute dinner gueau 
UM thia Blue Room, too. When you aee the Sute Dining Room you will 
w»h that you could be a dinner goeat aom^sM ao<m. It would be fun 
to iit m one of the 107 chain around the big, honeaboe ubk. 

T^ ^ecuttve ia cw the Wmt Teirara, and it bcHieea the Pr«i- 
tot’a office force. Viaiton muat have admiaaioo card, from thdr 

Cbagfecamcn if they with to aee the Preddent’a Rcxmi and the Cabinet 
Room. 
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Todiy, 5i^949. the \MiIie being repaired. The Pre«id»t 

and hit fami!)N^e livni»g-TtTo&^e iirett in lJ»e recently purebaaed Blair 
and Blair-Lee Hcnla^. Theac two l»xiaea were uaed hr impe^unt gueau 
\ before the official family moved into tbem. Before the Government 
bought th»e two hou»e*. rocNOM for overnight guctu of the WTjite Houae 
were acarce. Once Preiident Buchanan had to ileep on a couch in the 
anteroom of hii iiudy when the Pnnee of Waka. the future King Wward 
VII, emme to viiii 

Blair Houae ia one of the famoua hornet in V^aahingtop. Here, it ii 
laid that hrancia Preaton Blair uniucceaafully tried to perauade Lee 
tp accept the command of theX'nion Army. In later yeari many famoua 
people lived in it. One waa Blair’i oldest ton. Poaimatier-General 
Montgomery Bfiiir^ who originated free mail delj%ery aerwice in dliea 
Todaj the aouvenir post cards that you send to your parenii are delivered 
to your home bccauac of his idea 

Before you finiah >T>ur tour you muai are Mount Vernon, the ^rac of 
our first President. It la an excellent example of historic preaervatiem in 
years on February 22d ytwr school teachers have ahown 
yew many pictures of Mount Vernon. . You know ihai4t ojntaini many 
evidence* of the personality of Waahingtxm— first as a home-loving mao. 
and then as a planuiion owner, a soldier, and a tiatesman. 

. Of the many interesting things to sec inside the pUntation home. Bill, 
the page boy, likes the big^ng chair best, In it George Washington 
had held both his step-children and his step-grandchildren. 

‘Hic Tr,casury ‘Z>cptrtrnpaf^ 

Have you eve^ heard your father exclaim, ‘•taxes and more Uxet to 
pay”.? Maybe he knovn ihit Jong ago thit ^atk>n had money to bum. 
In the T^aury, the third oldest building of our Government, tema of 
dirty, .worn-out bills have been tbovcied into furnace*. Today when 
you vtait the "^easury you will be iav«l from ihia painful tight. In 
another building big machine* gririd thcK useless bills into bits, and 
papier-mache. dealer^ buy them. 

The main building of the Treasury sunds-^it of the V^Tiiie Houw 
because of Old Hickory, President Jackson, A^l the Treasury had been 
y bura^ for the third time, G>ngreas aquabbied o^r ajiew site for a larger 
building. One day impauent Old Hickory stalked^ out of the Whiu 
^ House and cros^ its East Terrace to the prwem aite erf our Natic»'* 
bank. He jammed his cane into the good earth, and shoutwi at K»ne 
^ CteM^smen, “Put it here.” THq. location <rf the Treasury cut off the 
clegf view erf the apitol from the White House, Also, spacious grounds 
armind the building were ipnpcMaible. 

Are;, you a good spelltr? If you are, look in the lobby exhibit erf the 
Treaiury for the raiMpdled wordtm a ^?,200,000 draft. It ia the draft 
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tlui fmd for your N*uod’» bi*ge*t banrain Ala.t^ . u 
Noci^^rw J ^ lx ionc mtl, mon,ry ,ht, „|bbW it 

r" I * or to U,. 

--U i. --ft. ,;;;: 

ii ihc b^l plact* fnr Vihj in fhm f' k D 

it. utt .eta L"r; 

t^nTZ." r; '" .-nrry ... « 

r..rd. ■"><> 'I-™ -tfiaut tht ti^ttic btll. ,h. 

The Bureau of Aigraving and ‘/Vmting 

How k>n« did .flake y.>u boyi and girl, to earn each dollar that you are 
^n^ng on thi, twr' How Jong doe, each dollar bill iaat you? h l„ta 

wear, out, W-lMJn you yi,it the Bureau of Enjrrawna and P * .• 

oftll^'Zh'Z* -'" •“ 'r'”' ">illl«. 

p Z °'^‘’T’ " '"■* E.cit ,h, 2S0 pntua pn„a 

U WU note .venr 5 «o„d.. Af,„ Ut. pri„u„g pi.p, ZZ 

*o nrrrxgh th* 

■ haa hrjn ■ * living in an atomic era and no macJiine 

^b«. U. perfo™ ,„c4„.f„||y thi. ddicc h.nd.p„li.hio* 

dZi'l^r '»«r.v«, .nd prinu m.„v other 

bMida money You »,|| «« how bond., Tm.,„ry w.tr.nt. note, 
patent ocrtjficaua, and p«Uge aumpa arc made. ’ ’ 

or down on milKona 

^rapidly motnng red, green, blue, brown, and purple .tamp., T.^,^ 

p*pe , mk, and gum, arc uaed m making them. Thi, ,ump room will 

mp^ you .o tredy dux you will pUce . gmen .ump more cmfuUy 

on that next aouvenir poai card you lend back home. ^ 

# 

The ‘Department of .State 

«!■' Sute Depattment, a,xJu the 
Wlute Hotl« OP the We« TertK,. You m.y Uke the MrirZ,^ 

^ "■ “ Clut la. been built 
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Now the old building houses some of the White House Staff and has 
Such Executive Offices of the President as the Bureau of the Budget, the 
Council of Economic Advisers, the NaUonai Security Cbuncil, and the 
National Security Resources Board. 

The real work of foreign affairs takes place in the New State Depart- 
ment building and in other nearby buildings. Be sure to look at tKe 
historic Winder Building where you can get passports to visit other 
countries. As you grow older you will not be satisfied with tours in 
the United States only. Vou will be eager to visit other parts of your 
world, and will need, a passport. 


The 2^partmcnt of T)cfen8c 

Your sight-seeing guide will show you the Headquarters of the National 
Military Establishment in the Pentagon, across the Potomac. In this 
dargest and most unusual office building in the world ire the EtepartmenU 
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‘‘' "' "“™’. o' *'■0 

T'hc Department of Justice 

knew that"c^tcmment ^n^aTe^^i^ckM ^d^G i^r"'d ”h* 

vL c.„ 

really the deadly weapon! of criminals. 

Jane shocked the class hy announcing that fier fath«r*« 
were on file in the FBI. Then she explaiL that ^y a^^^^ 
criminal file. His business firm sends him all over the world Md°h 
wants to be identified quickly in case of an accident orThi’s 1^ of 

J'STo^ ** «'■' «iO- or 

Tw'a^^n'^™"!.^- "**"5^ of activities 

whoV^etXfrCrrtnf «““» 

TTie T^oBt Office Department 

The Post (Mce Department is very wellknown. Of course you know 
the re^o. On the 6nt aoor ii >n exhibit that the .tamp eonectora in 
your cl... .re eager to «e. I„ it i, eveo^ kind of .Ump^„“^r^" 
Government smee the first one in 1847. ^ “ 

cJljir for your collection, there is a place to do It 

STpn'i^.^'iiir rp^tet tz " y“ r " r -t 

•^ney to hny any of the t 

what ones you want, and mail an order for them later. 

Dhe Department of the /nterior 

e.S'.^“'i' of the Interior have l«en 

sit ™“™“oo- •n»ygn.rd our g„a, *e.,th of «»n.^ 

W oflli " ““fj" f* ““"-tf: T^o 

r*rk Stirvice, the FW. ajL 
“'•“T- >- -«> tWekU^at 
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oda>; because our forefathers believed that all iw\nl#» • r 
.r. b, the N.tio„-. ftxKi »pX. tt^f ■ rl?7 *T?' 

adrmm.tr.tion however, that G>„gre» .ctn.lly „p ,h. oIp^nTem’ 

IntenCrtr^l ■ Jd^aXll^lon' •*“ 

The 2>epartments of ,^abor and Commerce 

H.. your father ever worried about hi. work or hi. bu.lne..« Tom’, 
father hag. He would have had much greater cause for worry if Conaress 
had «,t ,a„thoriaed a Dep.rtn.en, of Ubor and Con.3 ^ 
lu pnrpoae wa, u> promote bu.ineM a, hon.e and abroad. 

ma^». "'*'<1 Co"8-«» to authorize a Department 

preaLTim trith^h ‘ "* 7“ ‘>u.l„e.,men had im- 

p ^ him wnh the necerty of governmental help immediately after 

the Revolutionary War, when buaine.. wa. .low In 1913 rh, n, 1 ! 

the^^rr "1;“* ■ '•“■'“ting oahibit in the ba«rme„, aZi 

the good fishermen m the class must see it. It is an Anno • ’ 

urn. all of the land, of fi.h native to the United Sute., K.herm’e'n”dJ 

yrm know your 8.h well enough o> locate a fle.h^ting pirenha i 

the an'f "rh''T* ““ A't'>»»-tic. Admini.trarion, 

ahould^cmate «.meth,ng new, you could protect your right to it by getung 

Other i>Agcncic8 

The Government has many independent agencies that is aaenn>« 
whmh are no, organized within a department*^ W of them aZe t^e 
Interstate Commerce Commission, the Civil ServiVf P«rv, l ’ 

^neral Ser^ces Administration', and the Federal Security AgTncy”"’ You 
mil want to<’vi.i, the National Archive., now a nart ofri.. r^ . 

*2.“ Govern- 
<l!!, building of the Federal 

Service^ remcpiber that the Public Health 
thrOffief Administration, the Children’s Bureau, and 

Mhs^mwf tK the year, ' 

Miss Brown, their teacher, had written to the Office of Education to get 
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help on tome of thw ichool tctjviti*^ When Betty wkt chainnen of the 
Curnmt E^ntt Qub, Mitt Brown wrote to the Elementary Education 
Uivmon to find out «he advantages of an aU-yeawound school program. 
Another time, Mi«i Brown reeved help fpr ap assembly on conservatkm. 

7Tic /Supreme ^ourt 

You 1^1 be so ^catly impressed by the grandeur of the massive Su- 
preme Court Building that you will ulk in awe4 whispers. This beauti- 
ful white marble temple has an east and a west pordco with tall Corin- 
thian rolumns. At the top of the west portico are the sculptured figures 
^ Liberty, Order, Authority, Council, and Research. One research 

figure on the left is the likeness of former Chief Justice Taft when he 
was a student at Yale. 

Although the Judiciary Act of 1789 created this highest court, as well 
M the lower distnct and circuit courts, it was Chief Justice Taft who 
petsuaded Congress to appropriate a large sum of money for a worthy 
permanent building. 

pediment of the west portico, are chiseled four words 
.EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW. You uke a second %hougWul 
glance at this great' principle before you go through the bronze door on 
which 18 told the history of law. In the large hall, the two spiral stair- 
cases will intrigue you. They run round and round from the fifth floor 
to the basement. You wonder if they are safe for anyone byt a fairy 
because they seem to hive no support under them. But they are safely 
supported in the walls and extend outward into space. 

You will see lawyers entering the famous third-floor law library and 
wonder if one of them is Bill’s lawyer father. You wonder about BilPs 
father again when you see men entering the basement cafeteria. 

The Supreme Court chamber is the most imporunt place in the building 
for you to see. Here the Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices 
^uare the laws of the States and the' lower courts with the Constitution, 
^csc black-robed men sit on a raised platform that has a back drop of 
•nch red curtains. You will be impressed by the wisdom and dignity 
®f rile members of this highest court in your Nation. > 

< I 

.Museum and a Park: The ^ithsonian /nstitution 

"oo 


and the Zo( 


I r 

The five hufte units of the Smithsonian Institution should satisfy 
everyone’s curiosity about anything under the sun, including the sun 
Itself. A person could spend his entire life in these five units and not 
**t!®** «upply of organized knowledge that they have to ofiFer him. 
P Institution ezistr because of the disappointment of an 

English scientist, Jam^ Smiths©^, whp^ never saw the United Sutes. 
He had planned to leave his fortune to<thc Royal Society of London, 

^ * . . ;,y. 
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tit “ o' 

It look* »omewh*t Kk^ >n turreti^ and high narrow windows. 

Thi, SmiS, of tk' ™bb«.b«on d,„. 

•ad i. tt Zi” ^ 

tia d^ of U«^m UdS""“ ”'^ “<* 

"OO'** 

group! in the nrorM ii exhibited here «>ll«uon! of animal 

-o^ogicaUndarcheologiiTl^I kounicrf. 

in the United State. rZ ^ .? ' ” Io«moit art collections 

De.^. h;t.ntr..a,^:;t SSS'n.L t °' 

.nSub^!^T'£”Xa«VthM^^ Ore S„.ith«nUn 

r* ™ • ^,r 

_.! in .tka 

curiositT^^ ^ with mutual 

3 lic t»fcmorial 8 : The ?J 2 ?a 8 hington Jronumcrn and 
•O^coln and Jefferson tJWcmorials 

Do 700 want to get a fine view.(rf your Caoital Cltv? If . • •* l 

^^ahw^ Monument, and look 'down from^the four^p.irs of’ J’Il 

^^ JredtSM feet below, yon ' 

To the^ aw-degrtMj, Mall extend! to the Capitol Toth.'-», ' 

over a rehectnig Rainbow Pool h th« Lincoln MeraorUI Mow .■ET*’ 

^Uiti!th..th.twoM^.U.Lfo,"*^^ ■ 

^ •* - / ■' . /■' , ■ : • ■' ■■' '. v.h • 






t tcs mLI •r“ *”■• '• •■“' “ 

An dev.tOT uke. viiiton to the top of Ute Monument. A. It whitie. 
■i'* » ''<>>“ «H« the «citlng .tory of the 

TnW r*°" M "I"*"' ■*' ^ *“P‘ “ "hat it on the 

bateath School m your home town or by w>me other organiaation there, 

thi. that many queer things have been said about 

this Monument. Some of them are: It it uptide down; it breathe.; it 
n*i hid tuberculosis; and it makes rain. 

Someone said that i^ is upside down because the top half is made of 
^ctengated. ^ 1 , bit of magic is nothing, but lateral expansion and 

^aption. OiainedirMsimder the steps keep it safe. Discharges did 

ppcar rough the cracks at one time, but new cement was forced into 
the cre^CM where the walls were beginning to crumble. The attack of 
W^rculosis was over On warm days the Monument does make rain. 
You have studied condensation of moisture in your «:ience class. You • 

^r"ouu!dr 

You chuckle over these queer stories as you lea've this tall finger that 
^nts upward into the sky. But your mood becomes serious again as - 

Jhrinru'!^ k- r Memorial. This classic, fiat-roofed, marble 

outward t on an elevation. Roads and walks radiate 

Tht ‘‘ approach. 

. IJ Reflcctmg Pool minors not only the Memorial but also the Wash- 

"P'" of the 

. . entrance ^nost impressive. The 36 fluted coU 

**** Lincoln’s death, 

^^r * flag-draped 

Vln^iJT “arble statue of the beloved Lincoln, his 

tandly face hghtena your serious mood. You think about his keen sense ’ 

«^th 11-year^ld Grace Bedell, of 

? “ •*‘® promised to get all four of her brothers 

J"' not make him look sUly. 

She assu^ him that all the ladies likWhisker. and - 

husband, vote for him. Uncoln enjoyed her 
much t^t he stopped in Westfield to see her on one of hia 
patgn tnps. ’JTiese letters and others arc preserved in the linooln 

Museum m your apiul Qty. . 

TThc JefferuM Memorial is a circular, white merble shrine that has four 
entrance to the beautiful Memorial Room.* kerc suodi the huge bronze 


/ 
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figure <rf Jeffereon, the aothor of the Decleretidn of ‘ j 

the Uurt P«id„t of tk. Uoi»d Su,^”Tfnt. tn2l^d V 
famoui mrdi igainit ujr form of tjwnnjr ow the mind of nun. , 

TTie e/#meric»n Union and the o/ftnerican %d {>osb 

b.^ *“ '*■' ol ‘he world 

lU^ the H '* h m your Cepiul Oty 

■ JTth ^^""1“' f“ •uccmful etumm 

^.2"d!r^ . ? r«l*tion.Wp. I. i. rmned end nuinS 

Cerent nitiom. They are the American Republic! that have 
^eei^ u international underatandin, through Siaer inSlet^al 

Mitimly And ^DninidiQAl rclAtK>iiElu{^. ^ 

•« f«»dn.ted by the Latin American . 
^tjo. It hat « revolving glaa. rpof, a spl.riiing founuin, and apicy 
Mnelhng ti^ical trew. Aa you go up the wide lUirwaya you notice the 

decoration.. A gallery join, the 

In thi. gallery lung the flag, of the American Republic, in alphabetical 
Jane will he able to identify them for you because of her h<Aby 

Guatemala 

Among th^bu.u foot for Simon Bolivar, the (Wge Waahington of 
\enciueU, The guide wiU .how you the big awembly roomg the ^ of 
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the Amwc«, and U»c adjoining Council Room. Finally you wUl visit the 
^cc garden, where the sutueof Xochipilli, the God of Flowers, h.ugh^ 
presides over the blue reflecting pool. ^aiuy 

*n ideal of 

wrld fnend^ihip. But you want to see the Amcpcan Rtd Cross that 
^ses another kind of ideal-that of aervicc. You know whatYlnd it is * 
bemuse you have been members of the Junior Red Cross for many years 
Jane doc» not. have to identify the Red Cross flag because it is an 
miematjonal one that the whole world salute. It has been familiar to 
everyone in the clmw since thdr kindergarten days. 

The Junior Red Cross exhibit room is where you will spend vour time 
want to sec the work of sch9oi children from all nations in the world 
The girls who are will leave for a hurried trip to the Girl Scout 

Houre m the ^piul Gty. They have promised their local Scout group 
to visit It. The rest of the class will ulk with their Junior Red Cross 

"T .She ha« suggested by mail that she would help’ 

the group deade what kinds of activities the school council should pUn ' 
for nen year, ^ 

Scoot, mum, the .ightKcing bo. will ukc the touri.u 
•cit to Union SuuoB. They are glad that the lait building, v-iaited 

wre Uie one. of gtMt international aigniscanee. They want to remember 

Washington as a Capital Gty in one big world. 


^ity With a Purpose 


Did jmur city ju.t happen I Moat citie. dij, but not your apital 
^ w»» created for a specific and unusual purpose. The Nation 

ne«d«^ a ainglt permanent home for its new Government. When the 
Revolutiowry ended, the ContincnUl Congress had met in four 
' ki pt*ces. lu Members had grumbled many times about the hard- 
ships of mo^g. Sq many moves had made the Government seem weak 
and unstable. These Btuufolings were softened after n^rly S years of 
^on. in co^oi^ble Ph'nadciphia. Then ^imethiog excitin* happened 
tnat stirred the Members into action for one permanent home. 

One day the Continenul Congress was holding its usual, dignified 
•CMion m Ind^dence HaU. An angry mob of ragged, half^Urved 
t^ers cursed and shout^ threats of violence ouuide the windows, 
^ese soldiers wantttl their back pay and other claims “settled. The 
C^tinenul Gmgress had not been able to pay them or settle claims 
carter because it had no money. The Nation was almost bankrupt. 

The Continenul Congrw rfished a request for protfcctioii to ilic Eieoi- 
titre AwncU of Pennsylvania. It was meeting at the same time in 
ladepeadence HaUw refused to help and the Ipcal police would do 




‘ ’a , 
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nothing. Such unwillingnew to cooperate with Gwitinenul CbngreM 
n" w ZZZl ■" "" 

Real fear made the Member, of the scion want to adjourn and leave 

to hold d*nge; 

ment ^ the respect of thfir countrymen for the young, faltering Govero- 

At the end of the day, hon-ev'er, they voted that after adjourning in a 
few convene on the campus of Princeton Unive^ity 

* o one had ^n harmed by bnckbau or bullets, but the outrageous 

^vtvmment. Such a home must be controlled and protected by Con- 
gress, and not by the laws of any State or city. 

During ihn Prinetton ««.!on,' . bill w.. introduwd (or . pcrm.neni 

Then thn Cominentil Congr«,m« btg.n a 7-s-n.r irguraem ovtr tbt 

Tht b,ttrm« («lmgi o( all r.god bat*«n Uia North and th^South 
The rnalry wa. k> „rong that tw> Federal towna aeemed to be one wav 
wav o t. An angry Congreaaman ii reported to have ahouted, “Why not 

^uth^' •"<' 'd 

aouth. W hy not haul the new autue of the Father of Our Country on 

ano her wheeled platforn,? Any old oxcart will do." Suddenly' the 

deadlock was ended by g cunoui, clever compromiac 

B,- thi. time the Ornatitution of the United Su.ea had been adopted. , 

and George Waalungton wa. our Preaident. Alexander Hamilton th^ 

^retaiy of the Treasury, wanted the new Nation' to be on a ain^ 

for ad debu owed by the ^tatea. He wrote thi. into . hill which «■ 
mtroduced ,n Coogreaa. Northern Stale, favored a itm,, central r>v- 

o^f^ "" 

Hamilton had an idea. Why not get help from Jefferwm, a Virwinian 
a great Southern leader. Hamilton would promiae to get vob^for" ' 
Federal town on Potomac, if the Southern Member, would vote foe 

Hamilton had voted for a northern location eariier, he had noi^ 

fedmg against a southern one, and now would vote for a Potomac toca- 
tion of the Fi-Y^i^r*l nru- pi- . ... 


. » vuic ror 1 rotomme toe 


u. I. Y p lUB enu wm$ more import 

So Hamilton watcheil for a good time to ulk alone with Jefferson Wk 

htnllT 8«n8 to see the President, Hamilton 

clo^entjy pleaded his cause, as the two men paced 
and forth in the street in front of the President's door.’ He said that ^ 
Nation woOld die in ijs infancy if al] of the Sutes' did not pull together 

wJ Tbls Sutes might pnU away over the questk® 

war debu and set up another goveranjetit. Jefferson must save tl» 
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*"1*^"* 7^ Hamilton-, bill. In return, Hannlton would 
•«« that the Federal town had a Potomac location. 

• JefferaoQ war touched by the eameatne*. of Hamilton*, plea to .ave the 
Union. A compromi^ «*med fair. The next day he invnied Hamilton 

I Con8-..men to dinner. .Agam H«nilton 

imde a forceful plea for his bill. You can imagine what happened at 

Uut famous and suc^ssful compnomi^ dinner. 

Tlie bill for a permanent Federal town passed on July 16. 1790 It was 
to ^ a district no larger than 10 mile. „uare. George Washington wa. 
aiked lo select the exact place from a .pecified artta extending about 9<i 
nnlca •long the winding Potomac from Washington to Williamsport. Md 
The onpnal bill did not limit the DjrftnV to M^r> Iand. but public build- 
ings could be built only on the hfafyland side. 

In Jamu^ 1791 President Waifoagton chose the land that is now the 
^strict of Columbia and asked Congress to extend the boundary farther 
downsti^m along the Potomac. Georgetown and her old port were 
included in the Maryland section. Many years Uter Con^s gave back 
to Virgima the land south of the Potomac, including Alexandria, but it 
made no change in the Maryland portion. . Today Georgetown is no 
lon^r I separate town, but is part of the city’s 70 square miles. 

Con^s had asked Washington to get the land and to apptnnt three 
Commissioners who would see that the town was built. The need for it 
was so great that it must be ready in yj years, by 1800. Meanwhile 
Cong^ would meet in Philadelphia. One raw March day six gentle- 
mfm in great topcoats tramped along the swampland of the Potomac 
Ulki^ ov^r plans for the Federal town. The two tallest men wen 
President Washington and one erf hi. soldier admirers, Majoj L’Enfant 
* . **!.* brilliant French engineer. President Washington had ao! 
pmnted him to plan the Federal town. The others were the three Com 
missKMiers and L*Enfant’s surveyor. 

Bo^ Maryland and Virginia ceded authority over the land chosen for 
the and also pnovidisJ sums of money toward the buildings. 

raident Wasbngton made an agreement with the owner? of the land 
within the myeby which part of the land was donated for highways, part 
the United Sutes for public buildings, and the remainder- 
(20,272 lou) was divided equally between the United SiatM and the 
cmgraml ownen. ' . f 

On April 15, 1791, the cornerstone of the District of Columbia was laid 
At Ust o«r roaming government had a permanent place which was to be’ 
^trpU^ and protected by Congress. In the meantime the boundaries 

<rf t^aly were csublished, a. the city at that tirrffe formed only a part of 
tikt imthct. 
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T^anncd ^ity 


Djd your hoQic town, Hke mo«t town*, grow In i haphazard faihion 
arTHind a mam .tr«t^ Your CapUal Giy is unusual bccau«: it gr«w ,n 
an orderly way. It had been carefully planned for growth. Planning 
- of lowris wa*\ almost unknown In the late aghteentJi century, but not 
to the ,magmato-e L’Knfant. He had deep faith in the future gieain#. 
of the Government of the Un.ted States. He planned the Qpiul Gtv 
in a way that could meet the need for cipansiwi in the future. He u^ 
i^sely tiv natural beauty of the landscape. lh> wooded lands faang 
the broadening Poton^ac. The onginal copy of h.. plan i, carefully 
preierved in the Library of CcMifTe##. 

The basic idea of L’Enfapt’i plan was the deveioppient of the city on 
two aies of parks, with a Monument at their intersection. He wanted 
oot park system to extend west from the Capitol to the Potomac, and 

ic other one south from the White House to the ri\Tr. Both parks 

would be about a rmie 

The Capitol, high on its hilltop was like the hub of a huge wheel 
four of whose spokes divided the city into Northeast and Southeast’ 
Northwest and Southwest. L’Enfani began hi. planning with such im- 
fKinant locations as the Capitol, the President’s House, and the site of 
the .Monument. He tied these together, and all other chief sites, by 
wide streets and wider asenues. Through his checkerboard of sireeis 
he slashed diagonal avenues, They made more direct wavs of reaching 

designing resulted in many irregular 

Pennsylvania Avenue is the result of L’Enfant’s vn.ion of a highway 
16U feet wide, to connect the President’s House with the Capitol. He 
.dream^ of a Grand Avenue, 400 feet wide and a mile long. Today it 
I. c^r less pretentious but beautiful Mall, where a grissy ^rpet extend, 
with few interruptions from the Capitol to the Uncob Memorial. 

L Lijfant made parkhke squares and circles where there were chance 
micrscciions of three or more streets and avenues. The north-south 
streets were numbered and the east-west ones were lettered The 
avenues were named for the States, and the drcles and squares fo^ those 
famous men wh^ mooumenis adorn them. These monumeou help to 
keep alive the glorious story of our past. 

V vi.ion 

.^Ple celled htm rie ■‘Med Frenchme-„” beceuwr he we„«d more xh.l 

f~V °'n "<*' ol IM 

^ • k j ‘P*“ *>' 'o''' 'o-™ 

Pen. hed only e fourth of iu .pece for .treeu. Why Utould Weehington 
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A cn«i c*rae when L’Enftm njihlewly tore down i new mjoor hou*e. 
becaiuc’it ipoilcd the view. Thii houte w»i owned by one of the riche»t 
Undowocrt who had promiied to give aomc of h.i land free for streeta and 
roadi. If fo« had b«^n the owner how would you have felt if your new 
hi^had bc*ndemoliahcd •uddenly,e\'en if you had been warned t L’Enfant 
ha^ not let ^e landowner* ace his matter plan, so that they could lell - 
w^e of their Iota for more money. During this emit UMempered 
L Enfant was dismissed, but his successor* carried out hi* rnajor^lan. 

Hii plan for the Capitol came true. On thi* very- hilltop on September 
1^* 1 ^^3, President Hashington laid ihe corTiersionc, WTiai i ^?j|emn 

oceasion it wa*. There stood Washington, bearing a Masonic apron 
embroidered by Madame Ufayette Around Kim clustered a group of 
dtrtetu, praying for the future greatness'of their young N'aiion. After 
the ceremony everyone went to a big booth where there was a 500-pound 
barbecued ox. They ate and had a gay tune Then 1 5 successive volleys 
of artillery concluded the occasion. 

.At the Fedcral^triwn continued to grow, the master planner sank into 
obscunty. He died in 1825. uncelebrated and fwnnijess. EightyTour 
yean later. Congress rescued his body from its bnely grave under a red 
^ar on the Djg^ Mar^-land farm. The body lay in state in the Great 
^tunda erf the Capitol. After full military ceremonies, it was uken to 
1 ^ final resting plice in the Arlington National Cemetery. Recognition * 

had come at last to the planner of what hat been called the most beautiful 
city in the .world, 

L Enfant’t plan is m use today because of the outstanding work of four 
Commissions. They are the McMillan Commission of 1901, the Com- 
rmtsiCHi of Fine Arts of 1910, the Zeming Commission of 1920, and the 
N a tiof^ Capital Park and Planning Commission of 1926. TTie McMUlan 
G>mmi*aion, no longer in ediience, revived the plan when it was llnyost 
forgotten. The other three Commissions hsvi: enlarged and extended it. 
and are continuing their work today. ' 

Before 1900, changes had been made that disregarded -the basic ideas 
of the onginal plan. Wl^n the site of the Monument had been moved 
a short disunce to higher and drier land, it shifted the posluon of the 
parks as originally planned in a way that would affect future building 
Other in the original plan that caused difficulty were the railroad 

tracks and the sution that disfigured the Mall, and the Bounic Garden 
located at the east end of the parkway where L'Enfant had hoped for 
* Urge open space. ^ 

ScMKw- McMillan was greatly diitreaaid about these changes and 
an opporwnity to revive L’Enf^’a pUn. When the Centennial 
Ceid>ration had aroused keen intereat ii} the future development of Wash, 
mgton, McMillan pcrwiaded Coogreaa to create a commission of experts 
to study and report a way to improve the park system. The unsightly. 
MaJI wat pro^ that a oomemMion waa oe^ed* 
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In 1902 the McMillan ^Tommission reported a unified and harmonious 
way to .mprove the entire apital City. A park system could be im- 
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turing. This law protects the purpose for which the Tanlfai r » 

founded. The lue^.ion of Was^L has ndVlnic^^ 

way for mduatry or commerce. Limited manufacturing is done but it h 

for local use, with the exception of printing Retail trarle fl • k 

districu aoned for businesa/se. Thefe are .fores for ev:r;tind o^ 

and taste, where people can buy almost anything they want The Wash 

mgmn Board of.^rade helps to make the city aVesir^leVlacIforTetaV 

Zo'^l„l'’‘r the. Fine Arts and the 

. ^ning Commissions. It is the National Capital Park and Pbnn 

C^mission. It^as created by Congress in 19^ to offer a^vl^e r^din" 

changing of old highw'a^s and 
ying out of new ones. This^ommission buys all of the lands for 
parks and playgrounds with money appropriated by Congress but largely 
Paul for through local taaes. The lands purchased L the pV s arVZed 
under tfie control of. the Department of the Interior. T^e Recre^ » 

pirnlr'V The Commission!.™^ 

P n ing done with the cooperation of two States and four coufities 



The National Gallery containi a fine Collection of art 


' fnllfon^J ® present-day Commissbns is based consist- 
in' WU ® McMillan Commission 

In 1934 Congress passed the Alley Dtyelling Elimination Act Th!« 

property to be purchased gradually and the ^d 

And so L’EnfanP^s plan h^^eh revived, reviewed, and revised bv 

wo^k Three of them are doing effective 

ay, and, as a result, you are very proud of your Washington. 
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Cosmopolitan City I 

☆ 

Washington took a long time to grow up. After 100 years of infancy 
and youth, it emerged a full-fledged, cosmopoliun city. Tod^y this 
picturesque Capital has a population of approximately one million per- 
sons, from all parts of the world as well as from all regions of the United 
State^l 

A^ut 70 foreign nations send representatives to Washington. These 
diplomats bring their families, counselors, secretaries, attaches, and other 
kinds of workers. Great Britain employs 400^ people in her Embassy, 
Mexico has at least 50, and usually even the smallest nations have 10. 
There art more than 10,000 foreign workers in the diplomatic services. 

In 1946, for the first time in history, the President had to divide the guests 
into two groups at his annual dinner for the diplomats. The table in 
the State dining room of the White Mouse was not large enough to serve 
the top foreign officials and their wives. 

There are many other international groups in Washington besides the 
ones in the diplomatic services. Thousands of visitors come on pleasure 
or business from places all over the world. Important conferences, are 
held in the city. In 1921, the major nations held the Limitation of 
Arms Conference. In 1942, 26 nations at war against the Axis met in 
, the Capital and signed the original Declaration by the United Nations, 

In 1944, at the Dumbarton X)aks conference, much of the groundwork 
was done for the present United Nations organization. The United 
Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization had its fourth conference in 
Washington in 1948, and thye was an International Wheat Conference 
in 1949. Large groups of foreign students come for orientation before 
they visit other places in the United States. Some students come to 
study in the art galleries and other educational Institutions. Foreign 
newspapers and^ magazines send -large numbers of correspondents and 
feature writers, because many of the d|psion8 made in Washington 
affect the future of the whole world. 

. These people from other countries, together with Government workers 
from all regions of the United States and its Territories, maktf Washington 
a delightful city of contrasts. It is a common occurrence to hear different 
languages spoken on the streets and in the stores. Sometimes people are 
8«n In their native costumes. ‘ 

One day a distinguished-looking lady, cjpthed in a colorful foreign 
costumfe, was waiting in a hotel entrance. Some curious tourists standing 
nearby began to chat with her about h<^. costume. Graciously she gave 
them a brief account of the dress and customs in her homeland. She 
suggested that the tourists eat dinner in a restaurant where her native 
food is served. This restaurant is in section of the city where most of 
the people live who are of her nationality. She was eager for the tourists' 





to dine in other kinds of foreign restaurants throughout the city, as well 
as in her favorite one. 

One of the tourists asked the charming lady if the Ambassador of her 
TOuntiy lived m that section of the city where her favorite restaurant is 
ocated The sulfinsing reply was, “No. My good husband, His Excel- 
lency, the Ambassador, has a large residence in another section of Wash- 
ington. Most of the Embassies and Ugations are on or near Massa- 
chusetts Avenue which is commonlv known as Embassy Row. Be sure 

to see It. Many of the nations hale coats of arms or other identifying 
cmblcmB on their “buildings.’’ ^ 

This incident could never have happened when the cosmopolitan city 
was in Its infancy Then it was only a ’rural village. The few tourists 
who came to Washington considered themselves fortunate if they had a 
chance to talk to people from other parts of their own Nation. One 
Jucky tourist met Senator Henry Clay because of an amusing incident. 

When the town was very young there were few houses and many wide 
streets. The pedestrians shared the streets with cows, pigs, sheep, and 

goats. One day a selfish old goat refused to ste^. aside for Senator Clay 

to pass. The Kentucky statesman grabbed the goat’s horns "when 
the attack began, but the creature was uninipressed by the Senator’s 
strength. Finally Clay followed the advice of a youthful bystander 
let go, and ran'fast. His long coattails wildly flapped an undignified 
farewell to the surpns^Id goat. At a safe distance the embarrassed, 
panting Senator stopp«o smooth his rumpled clothing. As his sense 
of humor came to his rScue, he muttered -to an amused tourist who had 
witnessed the incident, “In a democracy all people are treated as equals.’’ 
it 18 a long step back from the cosmopolitan present to 1809 when this 
Incident occurred. At that time a national respect for the rural town was 
ihcreasing in spite of muddy streets and open sewerage, dim lights and 
poor heating, and lack of fire and police protection. 

An interest in physical improvements came after the British had burned 
Washington m 1814. As a result, in a few years the Congressmen were 
at work again in the restored Capitol. Gas lights were installed and an 
impressive gas lantern adorned the top of its wooden tlome. A gas plant 
had l^en installed on the Capitol Grounds. The Grounds were fdhced 
and the gates locked at 10 o’clock each night. ' 

. One cold night two youthful tourists were so busy gazing at the beautiful 
gas lantern they did not hear the gatekeeper’s warning; “10 O’clock, 
perj^y out.’’ Later, when they were ready to leave, the gates were 
locked. They called to an approaching dark figure, “Oh, Mr. Gatekeeper 
please let us out.” • ^ 

A man replied, ’“I’m not the gatekeeper. I’m only a Senator who has 
worked too late. But I can help you over the gate. Then you can go 
to the gatekeeper’s home and ^et him to help me.” Qne at a time the boys 
climbed on the broad shoulders of the tall Senator and leaped over the 
gate. He told them where the gatekeeper lived. They thanked the 
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&nator for rrr.ci.ing then, front i edid. .Iteplc nigh, under the tree.. 

Wl.'" 'he gatekeeper who unlocked the gate for the Senator. 

When the boy, returned to their ho„,e town, they bragged about nteeting 
a Senator fron, a State far away. They told two funny „orie= at .chool 

One wae, How we rescued a Senator?’ The other One was, “How to 
play piggy back,7 ^ . 

PoHtical Influence of the Federal town had grofvn with the purchase of 
Florida from Spam in 1819 and with % famous Monroe Doctrine of 1873 
It was a sign of national power ^hen President Monroe said, “Europe 
keep your hands out of our alTairs and we shall keep ours out of yours.’’ 
Vour Capital City took on more international significance during these 

ycarsw a, < ® - 

Washington had burst out of its colonial infancy bv and was now 
a youthful city of 51.^. It was no longer a struggling, southern village, 
but the town still reflected the charm of the South. During the Recon- 
struction daysThat followed the Civil War, money poured into the cit/ ' 
from the North, and exciting boom days had come at last. Streets were 
m ernized with such speed that some wives jokingly said they staved 
home for^fear of finding their walks torn up when they returned. 

' By 1,8/8 a commission form of government .was established, and after 
that the aty conunued to grow rapidl^. When the nineteenth centu^ 
ended, Washington, a city of 300,000 people, was the cmner of a new 
world power. It was a metropolis of contrasts. There were spacious 
houses and tiny hovels; landmarks of exciting history side by side with 
the most m^ern improvements in living; great wealth and extreme pov- 
erty; stimulating, colorful s^iety and mechanical, dull living; and a 
majonty of one racial group wit!1^^ minority of others ' ' 

. Two world wars have quickened the Capital’s pace and nurtured mush- 
room growth. Today the population of approximately one ’million 
persons reflects the ways of life in many«3ands. The city is considered 
an important crossroads of the world. , Even though the official faces in 
t e mirror change frequently, the international influence of your colorful • 
cosmopolitan city m^ches steadily onward/ ^ 

V Federal City 

No doubt you have visited a meeting of your town council and have 
heard your mayor or managef discuss problems of local government. 
You discovered that your local laws are cfosely interwoven With your 

btate and National ones. ^ ^ t 

. Government in your Capital qity is different from the kind that you 
have m your home towfa or jn any oth^ place in the United States, 
brnce the District of Columbia is a Fedetsi district and not a part ofany 
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State,, the Constitution of the United States-gives Congress control of 
the Ljovemment. 

• congress has tried various forms, of government in the District. At 

Commissioners appointed' by. the President of the 
UnitSd States Then Congress granted the city a charter in 1802 and 
20 mayors had served up until l871. A/ter that a modified form of 
territorial government was used for 4 years. Before Congress created 
this territorial form there had been th4e units of government, for the 
^ present District of Columbia. They were the municipalities i Wash- 
ington and Georgetown and the county of Washington, which comprised 
the area not in the two cities. The Territorial Act of 1871 coined 
these three units, and sinc(^hat time Washington has had the same 
^undanes as the District ofCblumbia. In 1874 Congress was dissatis- 
ed again and asked the President to appoint three Commissioners on a 
I tempopry basis. In 1878 Congress passed an act that gave the District 
of Columbia three Commissioners to manage it, and this form of govern- 
ment has been used ever since. 

. ‘During the very first years of i^ life, the Federal* town had to rely 
upon the courts of Maryland and Virginia. Suppose one of your lambs 
had taken a stroll down the^main street in 1800 and had fallen into a 
mudhole. A Mr. No-Good had come along, Wted it out, and later roasted 

you who had stolen it. You decided that 
Mr. No-^ needed punishment. Because both of y6u lived on the 
Maryland aide of the Potomac, you would take your case to a Maryland ' 
court. Tlw court might have decided that Mr. No-Good should i>e 
flogged and also should pay you for the lamb. But if both of you had 

lived across the Potomac, the case would have been tried according to 
.Virginia law. 

Between the years of ft02 and 1871, when there were 20 mayors few 
CIVIC improvements could be made or public works financed. The Federal 
town ran down at the heels and was such a disgraceful sight that Congress ' 
had to do sometWng. In 1871 it set up a modified form of territorial 
government with a Governor and a Board of Pub%Work8. This Board 
of Public Works spent such large sums of money for rapid physical im- 
provements that Congress had to act again in 1874. Whilf it was making 
a careful study of the situation, it had the President appoint three Com- 
missioners. In 1875 Congress passed an act establishing the Commission 

lasted thronghout the years. 

District of Columbia is governed by three Cornmissioners 
who are^chosen by the President and approved by the Senate, Two of 
^m mwt be persons^ who have lived in the District at least 3 years, 
^ey can serve for 3 years, or until their successors are selfected. Thex 
third Commissioner^ must be an officer of the Engineer Corps of the 
United States Army. This Commissioner can serVe a»maximum of 4 
years, because military law prescribes that 4 years is the longest time an 
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officer of the Army can •erve without tro<^. Often this Engineer Cora- 
rn.88.oner serves less than 4 years. The terms pf the Commissioner, .re 
sta^ered, so that there is continuity in managing the District.' 

One of the three Commjssipners is the chairman of the group and is 
known as the offica! head^f the District. He has no more power than 
the other two members. The three members decide how to divide the 
8uperv.s.on of the various District departmenu, such as Fife and Police, 
borne of the powers of the Commissioners are the making, of 'local rules 
the apf^mting of c.ty officials, offering suggestions to Congfess, selecting 

B^d ■ 

ti.rd i. choKn in y-our Kome 
■ ^ town? In Washington the Justices of the District Court of the United 
. States for the District of Co*ti5jnbia appoint nine board member, to man- 

^e escools. The President of the United States appoints the Justices. 

He also appoints judges of the juvenile and municipal .courts and the 
recorder of deeds. . , % 

Of course yoh know that it costs money to run locaKgovernment 
Congress makes an annual allocation for the District, and the rest of the 

money must be raised by local taxation. The amount of money allotted 

by Congress, the me of lo^al taxes, and the cost of licenses depend upon 
estimates of the financial needs of the city. The District Commissioners 
-make these estimates and then have them approved by the, Federal 
Bureau pf the Budget. When Congress passed the Budget and Account- 
ing Act, it^placed the finaricial expenditures of the ^District under the 
control of the exetutive branch of the Federal Government. 

i^ter the Cpmmissioners’ estimates are approved by the Bureau of the 
Budget, they presented to Congress by the President.* C^wss 
studies them before it makes its annual appropriation for thl? District. 

TV mam burden of the cost of local government, however, is borne by ' 
the residents and not by Congress. 

The residents of the Federal city cannot vote in National elections ’ 
because the Constitution, of the United'States docs nor give them this 
privilege and responsibility. -For many years it has been argued whether 
or not Congress should change this voteless situation by ap amendment 
.to the Constitution. 

At present, Washington is a Noteless Federal district, governed by th^ee 
Comnrussioners who are responsible zo Congress. The apital City has 
a dual status. It i, not only a. municipality with certain local powers of 
^ve/nment, but it is also partly governed by the executive branch of 
the federal Government. • 
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If you i^alfy wnnt to know your Capital City, you must know its people. 
When tounsts first arnveand see the surging crow'd at the Union Station 
^y arc likely to call Washington a “City of Good-bves.” Although it 
does h^ve more transients than ^ny other city of similar size in the world, 
Its citizens ^ve^eep and permanent roots. The numbef of residents 
has increased rapidly during tiie past several years, bringing the popula- 
tion to approximately one million. According to th? last census, the 
District ranks eleventh in population among cities in the ifnited States 

and thirty^seventh if it is compared with States. ' . ' 

I The residents are predominately of the white race, although many 
^ople oMl racej live in the city. The next largest racial group is the 
iNcgro. Ihe foreign diplomatic services employ workers who represent 
all races. In one s«tion of the District there is a Chinese neighborhood' 
of approximately 200 persons. . , . 

The very nature of Washington, a Federal city, tells you that all of 
these groups are mainly workers, and their families. More than’ one 
worker in thr^e is employed by the Federal Government. Nearly all of 
the oth^-workers supply the basic service needs of life; Food, clot'hing. 
shelter, protection, health, religion, education, recreation, travel and 
cornmuntcation. If there is ahy doubt in your mind that the Capital is 
* airplane ride early on any working morning, 

and^k down on the thousands of, employees entering just one building, 
^eTenUgon, across the -Potomac. You cannot help realizing that 
Washington is a great human dynamo, generating power to operate the- 
Governmentsof your Nation. 

In all seawns of the year, regardless of political tides and tourists, a 
? persistent workers carry on the Government’s business. 
^hough4hey seldom, if ever, makd the glamorous headlines of the daily 
oapers, they have faith that the supccss'of democracy depends upon 
as cogs in thfe huge machine of Government. 

^ The majority of the greai crowd of workers come from farms, villages 
towns,, and cities throughout the United States and its Territories. The 
reason why Goyernment employees com«^ from such widely distributed 
c ««>ected by a system called Civil Service. - 

i j by competitive examinations of all 

classified Federal Government workers, riofmembers of the armed forces 
or t e court system. Although there are a number of eiceptiohs, appoint- 
menu frorn the list of highest rating applicants mtUst be apiwrtioned 
among the States and Territories of the Nation. If the allotted iUjmWm 
employ^ Jrorh youi Sute or Territory have receivedaijpoff?];^^ ' 
<»uM nbt be selected until the qijgu was reach^jH^^ere else, even 
tf yote had thd qualifications, unleSS you were a veteran or were exempt 
irom the apportionment rule for* some other reason. 
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An underlying principle of the Ctvil Seryicc system' is the selection of‘ 
Federal employees on the basis of merit, and not as political rewards Jor 
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b«u,.f„l ch»rch« ,h.t n.™, (r«,„e„.|y vi,i„d by touri™ ' 

orkcrs recogniM the educational and cultural adeantaees in Waah ' 
mgton, both for their fllntiliet and ,them,elve.. The” aTn arl^iM ' 

pm;;” 

Melori^ & r ' Phillip; 

Symphony and theVarine'Snd "-e National 

opIor'tu*niLv." — tional 

iS T VV "T National Zoo- 

^ical, ^8t and VVest Potomac, the Mall, and the Botanic Garden 

fields, and the small parl^ at the intersection of city streets are con 
.• ven.ently locat^ for leisure hours. There are indoor recreaTion enters' 
svnmmmg pools, movies, and countless other places ^here o2 may' 



The beauty of cherry hio.»m, .round the TIcUl B«in i. . cherUhed m«nory. 


semccs^in Washington make conditions of 
imng desirable Tor workers. There are many health centers as well .. 

•^F^er^l7 niental illnesses. The^Public Welfare Board, 

Ae F^eral Government, and private organizations carry on a broad 
social-service program to promotTlIuman welfare. . ' - 
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Housing conditions for workers are congested because Washington has 
fell acute growing pains as a rcsul^f the war. During the last decad^ 
as your Government has incre/i^W its vAsrld services, the number of 
workers has increased from 100,000 to 230,000. These additional em- 
ployees, together with more y.'orkers jn other kinds of services, the tran- 
sient business visitors, the newly retired, and the tourisu, cau^ this 
temporary housing congestion. But the present building boom points 
toward the future adequate housing of the increasing population. Regard- 
less of the temporary housing congestion, workers are proud of their city 
and consider it a fine place to live. 

2'our City 


,\fter your igur is over, see if you believe these comments that Bill, 
t^e page boy, made last September. He said, “Washington reminds me 
of a family'* picture in my grandmother’s album. WTiat you see in your 
Capital City is a picture of your Nation’s family, taken in a beauuful 
setting. In it are the heads or officials, and an excellent sampling of its 
family mepibers from the Nonh, South, East, and West.” 

Bill was trying to say that Washington is your ciiy. You own it 
because your parents are the employers of the officials and thousands of 
other workers, and the Congressmen are your representatives. Your 
parents and all other v^oters in the United States ^y taxes for the expenses 
of the Government. These taxes pay for the planes of workers, for 
buildings, and for their maintenance. 

This is the reason why your official family and their workers are eager 
for you to visit your Capital City. TJey w-ant you to know where and 
how they live. When you know your Washington you have a bilek- 
I* ground for helping your employees and represen tativea manage a democ- 
racy. You are more^capable of expressing opinions and of suggesting 
ways that might help'yoiir Govern;nent to grow into the kind of naticwi 
you want it to be. After all, deplocracy is a cooperative affair, and no 
.one is free from the resf^lisibHifies of doiifg his share. 

Aftel^ you know your Capital City you cannot help feejing as a certain 
businessman does. On the exit of his cafeteria are these words, “Through 
this door pass the finest people in the world, my ctistomers.” You will 
say, “To Washington coine the finest people in the world, the makers 
and customers of American democracy.” 
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When the happy travelers returned to school, it was fun to relive the 
tour, day^y day and hour by hour. When^hey were reWy to d.scuss 
the values of ^e Washington experience, they thought about the purpose 
of the tour. They had taken it to see the kind of setting that our Govern- 
ment ha*.^ Everyone was convinced that an appreciation of Washington is 
necessary in order to understanj^ how the Governmeiu works. The boys 
and girls raised quesUons to guide their discussion, and the summarizihg 
committee asked ft^evidence as it wrote the answers. Can youlli^st 
answers from the p^ges that have gone before,^ Here are the quTSTns. 

Is Washington a desirable place today for the seat of Federal Govern- 
ment? What kind of community is it.? In what ways is it like or 
^fferent from yout town? Is it worthy to be a Capiul City? Do you 
believe that tEe government of the city is effective? How representative 
of our country' arc people who live and work there? How well docs 
Washington meet their basic needs.? How cosmopolitan is the city of 
Washington today ?^ Did evidences of the past make lou feel proud of 
your Nations growth? How were these evidences a>'S'logue to the 
future. What expenences helped you most as a background for under- 
standing your Government? How have they helffcd you? 

As the students were evaluating the tour, they carried on uranv kiixds 
of acuvit.es besides discussions. They dramatizeji^painted pictfres. 
o^anize4 materials for display and reference which were collected durmg 
the tour, made recordings, saw movies again that they' had seen earlier 
and wrote arucles for the Yearbook and the school newspaper. Finallv 
they revised their book, Know Your Capiul City. 

T^e l^ys and girls enjoyed sharing their experiences with others through 
a school assembly, an open hoirte^4op-parents, exhibits in store windows 
articles for the local newspaper, a story hour at the public library an 
mtem^v over the local yadio. and the explanation of a movie in the 
lown nail on Community Day. 

exciting.' The group had a surp««e for 
A^ss Brown. It was a beautiful kodak book that* the “Know Your 
Washinglow” Qub had planned during secret meetings. The art teacher 
helf^ to make it. It contained enlarged pictures th^t the Kodak 
Qub had taken on the tour. Pat made a'fine presenution speech th« 
nc had prepared with the help of his classmates. 

It was just the kind of gift that' appealed to Miss Brown. She could 
It other groups 6f children as an introduction to the Capiul 
Uty. She her^lf would enjoy the tour over and over again as lon^s 
ihe lived. Everyone chatted informally about the pictures as Miss jftrown 
looked at them When it was ume to go home, Pat’s last commenu 
f were, How foolish I was last September to doubt that John’s idea could 








KNOW YOUR CAPITAI, CITY' 


ever come true. Almost any group am go to Washington if it plans, 
wellf and works hard to get there. I wish that everyone who has not 
been to the Capital Gty recently co^uld go soon.” 


Bloom, Vera. There's No Place Like Washington. New York, G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons; 1944. 2% p., illus. ^ ’ 

A Congreuipaa’s diu(thier reminison about aocial life in Washington from 192J to 
194*. Because she ('•* fooe everywhere in official circles, she gives colorful first- 
hand information about what is done, why, by whom, and bow. 

Browning, Mary Eleanor. Our Nation’s Capiul: A Portrait in Pic- 
tures. New York, Hastings House, 1944<*10l p. 
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Lattmbr, Louise. Your Washington and Mine. New York. Scrib- 
ners, 1924, 382 p. (Out of print, but ^liable in libraries.) 

Leavitt, Dorothy. Adventure on the Potomac. Boston, Lit Uc Brown 
and Co., 1949. 229 p. ’ 

The iuthor d«cnb« how tWi, children. wboK father wa. elected to Congte*. goi 
acquainted with the dty of Waahington. 

MacIntyre. Clara Bishop. Introducing Washvpgton, D. C. Wash- 
ington, D. C. Anderson House, 1948. 96 p.. illuV. 

Thii b a pirtoriil gtiidehook oonuining lugyeated tnun. with 25 photograph, and 2 
map^ The author indudea place* of special interest to the “small fry." It is easy to 
obtain quick informauon about place*, buildings, and memorials, because of the orderly 
> cxjmpAct AfTangcracnl of the contrntA, 

Murdock, Myrtle Cheney. Your Uncle Sam in Washington. Wash- 
ington, D. C. Monumcnul Press, Iftc., 1948. 192 p., illus. 

Mr*. Murdock, a Congressman*, wife, uke* us on a tour of Washington. The book 
presenu a vast array of facu and anecdote* about the Capital City, The Capiu.1 Butld- 
inK, the Lnited Sute* Senate, the House of Repioscnutive*. the lJbr*r>' of Congrr*., 
ind the Whiir Houie, ' ^ ^ 

Parton, Mary Field. Your Washington. New York, Ungmans, 1938. 
193 p. , ' 

This book for boys and giri. is about museums. laboratories, libraries, and material, 
of whght^'citi^S^ un'iniited rt^urett. in Washington for the dcNclopm'ent 

Reynolds, Charles B., Revised and Amended by M. B. Reynolc^. 
Washington: Practical Guide. Washington, D. C., B. S. Reynolds 
Co., Inc., 1948. 96 p., illue. 

This inexpensive guidebook has a mass of factual material, pictures, and a map. 

Rothery, Agnes. Washington Roundabout. New Y'ork Dodd Mead 
tc Co., 1^2. 248 p., illus. 

Mis. Rothery describes human interest incidenu of places roundabout the Capital * 
- ' Uty. Thu II a guidebook snitten especially for boy* and girl*. 

Stevens, William Oliver. Washington: Thjc Cinderella Gty.' Il- 
lustrated by author. New York, Dodd Mead & Co., 1943. 334 p. 

Steyeiu' has written this informal, anccdouk history of the CapitaJ City iu. 
humble ^pnnihg. to 1943./ He seem, to breathe faadn.ting peiaon.Iitie. into the 
. famoiu tJd house* and buiJdik^. He maidu the pa*t live by hU odd etoriet and legends 
about historic chTar^icteri and plates. • 

Truett, Randle B. Thc>mitc House— Home of the Presidents. 
New York, Hastings House, 1949. • 82 p. 

The author tells the story of tbe'Wbite House from the selection of the site in 1791 
unig the preMnt time. He uses 85 carefuUy selected photographs, and many quou- 
twsu ^at give, word pictures of the ftrljer yesia of this famous buUding, 


- f 




m 

%7i 


# : 










